PARENT COUNCIL MEETING

Tuesday 8 March 2011  – 6.00pm

Present: M Mackie, M Craig, J McCann, A Anderson, S Anderson, M Arendariak, M Taylor, A Thomson, R McLuckie, D McMAster, S Munro, K Reid, I Robertson
Apologies:  J Higgins
Minutes agreed from last meeting

Accommodation
Continuing education, it is proposed that Gateway will move into CHS from July 2011.  I Robertson presented the information to the Parent Council.  Questions were raised Re: 20 new people having access to the school, how would this be monitored etc.  Parent Council were assured that the move will have no impact on Learning and Teaching and pupils will have minimal contact with Gateway Staff.  The benefits were also explained to the Parent Council.  I Robertson asked Parent Council to submit any concerns to D McMaster and he would do his best to answer these questions.  Parents agreed that if D McMaster was happy with this decision they would support it.  D McMaster will keep parents up-to-date with developments.
HT Report

Staffing

Ruth Stevenson off ill.  We send our very best wishes to her.  Parent Council will organised a gift to be sent.
Suzie Young DHT started Wednesday 21 February.  Has already made an impact in CHS.

Stuart Munro will be appointed as Full Time Skills for Learning and Work from 31 March 2011.

GCC Staffing formula has changed.  CHS Staffing has been reduced to 34.5 this is equivalent to losing 1FTE member of staff.  D McMaster has written to the Directorate to ask for the status quo to remain.  The number of pupils in P6 in Castleton indicates that we will have a 37% increase in our S1 intake in August 2012.  D McMaster will update Parents asap.
S5/6 Information Evening

This was a very informative evening.  Lots of information given to Parents.  If any parent wishes further information they can contact Mr A Fraser.

Uganda Trip

Plans are well underway.  Lots of fundraising by everyone involved.  Race Night Saturday at the Montford Pub.

Events

Scottish Parliament – well done to all involved.

We were also invited to the GCC sports person of the year awards at the City Chambers.  5 members of staff and 2 pupils attended.  We were nominated for Secondary Sports Team of the year.  We did not win but were delighted to be in the final 3.

Cross country Championships – S1 pupils

Badminton team, excellent progress

Many sporting activities taking place in the school.

Castlemilk TV

S Munro delivered the Pilot CHS TV programme to parents.  All members of the council were very impressed by the professional look to the programme and look forward to seeing more.

YROCK against sectarianism

Mr Hindson is working with a group of pupils on this project.

LC Meeting

Vision to all establishments in the Learning Community was presented by D McMaster.
Website

D McMaster briefly guided council through areas of interest on the CHS website.

CfE

Curriculum for Excellence was discussed at length.  A leaflet explaining what CfE has been produced by Suzie Young was distributed.  This will be part of a series of leaflets produced to help explain Curriculum for Excellence and its benefits.  
The school is still deciding exactly how many subjects  pupils will sit in S4/5 and 6 although it is expected to be 5 or 6.   The school will hold Information Evenings to help Parents understand Curriculum for Excellence, this is pencilled in Calendar for September 2011.  this will help Parents of S1 understand CfE.
Curriculum for Excellence will help pupils learn a whole range of skills, it is not just about exam results.  It will hopefully enable pupils to learn and use skills in many different situations.

Parents Council asked for further information for Parents of S1 pupils (and others) fully understand the new Curriculum for Excellence process and what it will mean in terms of qualifications at the end of S4-6.  
Spree Books

£52 raised.  We also received an extra book and card.  This was given to S Munro to be used in the Raffle to raise money for Uganda.

Correspondance

Emails

Carers/Parent consultation event held by Learning and Teaching Scotland.

Recruitment training

To be bale to sit on an interview panel you must have attended the 2 hour course.  Details to be sent to Parent Council again.

Distribute contact details to all members.

